‘Reality is based on the people and experiences we encounter.’
The Lot is a collection of newspaper articles by Michael Leunig. It explores many of his views, opinions and ideas about what he thinks about various topics and things in everyday life. It shows and tells us his many experiences of growing up in Australia, his education and his views on it, how he encountered and still does many challenges and events in his life and how he and his views changed as he grew older, started writing and giving his knowledge about certain things and sharing it with people. Its sense of reality, like many others, is unique and influenced by people and experience encountered, and in The Lot, he talks and discusses many of these in great detail and in a fun and insightful way. 
Everyone is unique and has their own set of behaviour, personality and characteristics, each playing a key and everyday role in our lives. Leunig is no different from this, with him being a thought-out and notice-first do-later person. His view on being an Australian for example, might be completely similar or the total opposite of what you may think defines a true Australian. He uses his many weird but also interesting experiences to tell the reader what he thinks is being an Australian, which he believes is much more than going out to the part and celebrating Australia Day with a barbeque. He believes it’s more of how you are and feel inside you, that is your inner sense of patriotism and how accepting you are of other people from around the world. His view about being an Australian is clearly based on his own morals and his reality based on personal experience. 
While the reality of people might be the same towards some things, that is, be an objective or widely held perception, their subjective reality could by completely different. Leunig often holds a subjective point of view that challenges the objective reality in society, otherwise known as the dominant paradigm. He approaches his life differently than most, his day-to-day life and gives examples such as with the time he went on the Andrew Denton show. Since he was a very cautious and mild-mannered person, he wasn’t used to being asked a lot of personal questions about his life and his childhood, as he kept things to himself mostly. While one would think a simple interview wouldn’t be a task that is very challenging for an accomplished author, but due to his way of life or more importantly, his experiences that he’s encountered in his life, such as experiencing a serious burn to his leg, enables him to feel stressed and a little anxious over how, if asked, is he going to talk about his childhood. Due to his experiences in the past, he is the sort of person he is today, and much like everyone else, it plays a major role in how he views the world around himself, that is his perspective reality of the world. 
Leunig has sometimes been a controversial figure when it comes to certain topics, such as education, war and peace, and possibly most notably, his views on politics. Together with his own views about what is right and wrong, through his morals and beliefs, he questions many actions of the then Prime Minister John Howard, as his views on immigration makes him angry and he believes that people should be allowed to do and be what they want, and that the government should allow these people to seek refuge when possible. Each of his views on this topic and others as well, is influenced by his past an upbringing, that has made Leunig the person his is today, and the sort of people he has met along the way. 

Reality is indeed based on the people and experiences we encounter, as it sets the tone for our personality and our way of life aht we will possibly have in the future. These experiences enable us to learn from past mistakes, improve ourselves and form our reality of the environment in which we live. The people are just there to guide us along the way, and in the case of Leunig and many others, help us form opinions and a way of life. 
